- COMRADELY TALK,

From Onpe to Whom Years Have
Brought Charity

forror NATIONAL TRIBUNE: 'Bmu‘hl
yegular and rather thorough reader of the
columns of the soldier’s friend, THE Na-
r10¥AL TRIBUNE, and greatly interested in
the welfare of the Grand Army of the Re-
public, I am sometimes amused, and at other
times pained, at the ideas advanced by some
of the old comrades. It seems impossible
for some to reslize what an infinitesimal
part of the grand whole they or their organi-
gations were in the mighty operations of the
Union armies from 1861 to 1863,

We, the survivors of those perilous days,
are getting old,and it is generally conceded
with advancing years we hecome more firm
in our convictions, our prejudices are
stronger, and some even intimate th'at we
are becoming a set of cranks. Is it not

ible for us to recount our experience and
fight our battles o'er withount indulging 1n
personal recriminations and mean, hateﬁ'ﬁ
flings at comrades or organizations? We
ought always to remember that we are com-
rades, and that that titie should be more
endearing than that of any other fraternal
gociety on earth. From the very nature of
things we conld not all see the same action
in the same lights and shadows. 1 have
in mind & notable example of this in my
ownexperience. At the first battle in which
my regiment was engaged the Union forces
were outflanked, outnumbered, and quite a
panic ensned. As a conssquence the Medi-
cal Department of the brigade, of which our
regimental Sargeon was the head, was
ordered to the rear, and were compelled
to muke their exit rather unceremoni-
ously through broken and disorganized
bodies of troops. Our Surgeon, who was, by
the way, an eminently fair-minded and
trutbfal man, supposing that all parts of
the Jine was in the same condition as in his
immediate vicinity, wrote home that “ the
regiment was swept from the field without
making any resistance,” giving the impres-
gion that their copduct was not soldierly,
when the fact was that the regiment was in
line-of-battle, facing the enemy, and hero-
ically contending with superior numbers,
while the old doctor was riding to the rear
with the stragglers, and no man in the army
was more surprised than he to learn later
on that his own regiment had had 87 men
shot down in aitempting to hold their
position, and had received the thanks and
praise of the Commanding General for their
soldierly conduct under very trying circam-
stances. 1 merely mention this incident to
show bow easy it is to be mistaken, and
;ith what facility falee reports get circa-

ted.

I want to extend the right hand of fellow-
ship to the comrade who signs himself Corp’l
Brogan, of the 1st L. L,in your issue of Dec.
10. His article breatbes the spirit of true
comradeship, and will be read and believed
by thousands where the egotistical bragga-
docia of those who ecan see nothing good, ex-
cept in their own commands, will fall flat.
It is strange that we poor mortals cannot
realize that the moment we endeavor to
baul down our brothers in order to build up
onr own reputations, that moment we com-
mepce the manufacture of a petard which
will surely react upon ourselves.

In your issues of Dec. 3 and 10 comrades
take exceptions to the issuing of the “ Con-
gressional Medal of Honor.” 1 do not agree
with the comrades. Nor do they mske a
fair statement of the eonditions under which
the medal is given. The Editor of THE NA-
T10NAL TRIBUNE, Dec. 10, makes a telling
point regarding the muddled condition of
those who mistake money for wealth. The
two comrades referred to above appear to be
muddled by mistaking what ibe medal i8
given for. *It is not given for general good
soldiership,” but for some specified act of
gailantry, and does not indicate that another
comrade would not bave performed the same
service under like conditions. It simply
means that this comrade was placed in cer-
tain conditions wherein the chanoe to show
his mettle occurred, and that when the
chance came he proved equal to the occasion.
There is no more reason for their comrades
feeling insulied or jealous than there is for
us who passed through the ordeal unecratched
feeling injured because many other com-
rades got in the path of bullets, lost a leg or
an arm, and are now drawing a pension for it

It is not a fact that any so-called “ politi-
cal pull ¥ can obtain for a man one of those
coveted bits of bronze, unless his own com-
rades who were eye-witnesses to the act
shall bear false witness; and if anyone
thinks they are issued for trivial causes, let
him try and obtain one on that basis.

For instance, that Corporal of the color-
guard of the 124th Ohio. They had st-
tempted to take a line of works down in
the Georgia woods, charging up to within a
few paces; but the pits were t00 heavily
manned; and they were forced to retire a
sghort distance. In this retrograde move-
ment the Color-Sergeant was killed; and
as the reziment turned to face the foe in its
retired position their colors lay 15 rods in
front, midway between their line and that
of the foe. Instantly one of the color-guard
eprang forward, bot ere he reached the flag
bie body was literally riddled with rebel
lead. Avother went forward, but was
killed like the first, and a third essayed to
rescue the sacred emblem. He reached it,
but as he stooped to pick it up he, too,
went down, never to rise again. Now, our
Corporal, regardless of the jact that four of
his comracdes bad been stricken down, rashed
forward, caught up the colors, and brought
them back to their place in the line. It is
said that the enemy, eecing his daring
beroism, ccased firing, and allowed him to
yeturn upnbarmed. This was a little act,
oply required a few brief moments in its
execution, yet who will eay that he does pot
descrve the medal, or that it was not fairly
won ¥

Again, on that hot 2d of July, at Gettys-
burg, when in that whirlipool of death
around the* Peach Orchard " the gallant old
Third Corps was forced back, after fighting
one of the most deadly heroic batties of any
war, Maj. Baldwin, sorely wounded, dis-
mecunted, stretched upon the ground almost
in the grasp of the enemy, when a private of
bis old company went back at the imminent
peril of bis life and brought his beloved com-
rade off the field, and the gallant Major
lived to tell the story. Burely every biusve
and geperous comrade would vote 10 give
that private the “ badge of courage.”

Juet one more. At the battle of Peach
Tree Creek, when the serried lines in gray,
pressing forward, battle-lipe after battle-
line, found an opening between the First
aod Becond Divisions of the Twentieth
Corps, snd pouring into the breach had
almost turned the flank of th: “Whue
Biars,” apd created some disorder, liable to
develop into serious disaster—just at that
m ‘no officer in reach seemed to realize
the gravity of the situation—an Irish Cor-
poral, of the 73d Pa., with the coolness of a
Field Marshal, rallied about 200 men, res-
coed the guns of Buudy's famons bautery,

topped Btewart's bronzed veterans in their
mad rosh, saved the Union line from re-
pulse, and ought to have been made at least
a Captaiv on thespot., Is itan insult to
sny other comrade that
“Medal of Honor”? Isthere one of that gal-
lant band who eurrounded and supperted

him that would mot vote to give it to him ¢
The above are but examples of what

every comrade witnessed who served in any
of the active corps.

The deeds of heroism were so nomerous
that the story can pever be more than half
told. Buot where known, and the aclors are
living, let them be crowned with that ** Badge .

be wears the

| of Honor” which by the Isws of our beloved

counntry, framed by great statesmen and
sanctioned by great soldiers, indicates mot
th“;:'t::m:u braver than his md
t that their opportunity came an

found them resdy. 9

Out upon this childish fault-finding, that
ean have itg origin only in envy. We prove
ourselves all the greater by acknowledging
that we were the comrades of brave, true
men. YoursinF.,C.and L—C. W. McKaY,
Y Co. C, 154th N. Y., Fergus Falls, Minn.

CIVIL SERVICE REFORM.

A Comrade Makes Some Pertinent Remarks
Regarding Real Reform,

Eprmor NATioNAL TrisUNE: Your per-
tinent editorial comments upon points raised
by a New Orleans comrade, as to certain
features of the Cleveland variety of Civil.
Bervice reform, are timely and especially-in-
teresting just now. The sentiments therein
expressed will bearrepetition and widespread
circulation.

“No prating about Civil Service Reform
now should be allowed to fasten upon the
public mind the idea that either Cleveland or
his subordinates have honestly administered
the Civil Service laws, either in letter or spint.
Indeed, thousands of cases can be cited to
show that the reverse of this is true.

“ A reversal of the conditions and things
which were made to follow the victory of
the present Adwministration in 1892”7 issurely
incombent upon the soldier President to be
inaugurated next March. And that means
that the veterans unjustly removed from
office should be repiaced very early next
Spring.

But it may not be generally understood
that under the construction of the law given
by the present Administration no * perma-
nency of position ” is vouchsafed any officer
in the civil service, even though the place
held be distinctly enumerated as among
those in “ the classified service.”

Every mother's son of them may be dis-
missed summarily, npon the veriest pretense
as to “canse,” if only the head of the De-
partment in which the officer serves and the
Secretary of the Treasury be in accord as de-
siring to put the “in” “out” that some
“out” may be pnt “in.” That may sur-
prise many not conversant with the devious
ways and flexibility of the pecnliar system
which Tom Reed onece aptly characterized
“thie Snivel Service Reorm,” but it is the
exact situation, as all know who are con-
versant with Cleveland methods. The law
covers only the avenues of approach to the
civil service of the Government; those as to
“exit” are as fully under the control of the
appointing power as in the old days of “the
gpoils system,” so violently assailed by
Daniel Webster during the Jackson Ad-
ministration.

This is the process: A place in the classi-
fied service desired for a personal or political
favorite is held by a member of the opposite
political party, and if the “in” can be got
“out” the road to appointment is clear, No
valid reason can be aseigned for removal, as
the man holding the place is a faithful and
an exemplary officer. Nevertheless, there 18
“a way out.” Suppese it be in the Costoms
service, The Collector and the Secretary
are of the same party and of one mind as to
hostiiity towards Republican office-holders
under a Democratic Administration.

The Collector writes confidentially to the
Secretary that A. B., holding such and such
office, is not agreeable to him, and he de-
sires the place for another man. He may
give some alleged reason. The officer may
be eross-eyed, have red hair, be a trifle deaf,
near-sighted, a little lame, ete,. Very well;
whether be be or no, permi-sion is given to
retire him, and the officer forthwith receives
the stereotyped communication: “Sir: By
authority of 1the Secretary of the Treasary I
have the honor to inform youm that your
Bervices as at this Port are no longer
required. , Colicetor.”

Ah! Bat why is that? And thatis for
the removed official to ascertain if he can.
The Treasury Department will give o
other information upon so interesting a sob-
ject that “all correspondence touching the
removal of an official is regarded as in
the natare of confidential correspondence.”
“The removed official may be a man of most
exemplary habits and strictly temperate;
and vet should the Collector have charged
in his private letter to the Secretary that
be was & confirmed inebriate, and the re-
moval were made npon that accusation, the
ex-officer could have no redress. It was a
stab in the dark! No oue that can be re-
quired to tell knowsas to the weapon! And
the cowards do not dare to reveal thesubject-
matter of these communications,

And this is the bepeficent system which
Cleveiand has 8o generously extended, and
under which Democrats hope to retain their
appointees in positions thus won, and at the
same time heralding to the world that they
wear their badges solely and purely by
virtue of “the merit system.”

As 1o honorably-discharged soldiers * sepa-~
rated from the service for no fault of their
own,” the Civil Bervice rules specifically
provide for righting the wrong. This just
provision the new President will, of course,
enforce to the letter. Bat why shoald not
the same measure of jusiice be meted out as
to the wronged ones who are not ex-soldiers ?
Others bhave rights no less than we. Let us
insist that all such rights be respected under
the incoming regime.

Quoting the admirable proclamation you
indite for the new President, let this be the
shibboleth: ** Restore to their places the men
who were unjustly dismissed—and then
right merrily will we push along the cause of
genuine Civil Serviee Reform.” —A CoMRADE
WHO ABHORS SHAM KEFORM.

. g
France in Madagascar.

France bas not only been prompt to ex-
tinguish slavery in Madagascar, says the
New York Advertiser, but ghe has also shown
her amccustomed and traditionally liberal
colonial policy in offering to aid any former
slave owners who may be reduced to poverty
by the loss of their pecoliar property. She
has also shown a conciliztory spirit in prom-
ising that no extraord inary war tax shall be
levied on the people of the conquered island.
Freoch colones have been notably loyul to
the mother country, which bhas lost few of
them by revolt, and her conquered subjects
have often developed, in time, considerable
affection for her.

g
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W. A. Hamwmmond, Vice-President of the sus-
pended National Bank of Illinoeis, at Chicago,
committed suicide by drowning Saturday
morning. No eriminal proceediogs had been
begun sgainst Hammond, but it was understood
that Comptroller Eckels hud ordered sueh me-
tion to be taken. The verdiet of thie Coroner’s
jury was suicide while temporarily deranged,

Strange New Shrub that Cures Kidney and
Biadder Diseases, Rheumatism, ete.—Free,

We have previcusly described the now bp-
tanic discovery, Alkavis, which proves a spe-
cific cure for diseases caused by Uricacid in the
blood, or disorder of the Kidueys or urinary
organs. It is mow stated that Alkayis is &
product of the well-known Kava-Kava Shrub,
aud is a specific cure for these diseases jusl as
guinine is for malaria. Hon. R. C. Wood, of
Lowell, Iud,, writes that in four weeks Alkavis
cured him of Kidney and bladder discuse of ten
vears' standiong, and Rev, Thomas M. Owen, of
West Pawlet, Vi, gives similar testimony.
Msny ladies also testify to its wonderful cura~
tive powers in disorders peculiar to woman-
bood. The only importers of Alkavis so far
are the Church Kidoey Cure Co., of 418 Fourth
Avenune, New York, and they are so anxious to
prove its value that for the sake of introduc-
tion they will seud a free treatment of Alka~
vis prepaid by mail to every reader of THE
Narioxar TrisuNe who is & Bufferer from
sny form of Kiduey eor Bladder disorder,
Bright's Disease, Rheumatism, Dropsy, Gravel,
Pain in Back, Female Complaints, or other
affliction due to improper action of the Kid-
neys or Urinary Organs. We advise all Suf-
ferers to send tbeir names and address to the
company and receive the Alkavis free. It is
sent to you entirely free, to prove its wonder-
ful curative powes,
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- BRIEF NEWS

Ottawa, Canada, was visited by an earth-
quake Saturday morni No serious damage
has been reported, but the shock was distinotly
felt all over the city.

Dr. Rizal, the leader of the Phili pl?lne rovo-
lation, was shot at Manills, in the Philippine
Islands, Dec. 30, in the presence of an immense
erowd. . He was first sentenced under Gen.
Polavieja’s new policy of rous repression
and summary earrying out of sentences. Gen.
Polavigja absented himself during the execu-
tion. Great precautions were taken to prevent
s popular demonstration. On his trial by
couri-martial Dr. Rizal admitted that he was
the author of the constitution of the Philippine
League, the object of which was revolutionary,
but denied that he had taken any active park
in the rebellion.

Edward J, Ivory, of New York City, now
under arrest in London on the eharge of plan-
ning dynamite explosions during the recent
visit of the Czar to England, will be defended
by John F. McIntyre, who has resigned the
office of Assistant District Attorney of New
York and sailed for London.

Gen, Weyler may be removed from command
of the Spanish army in Cuba. It is asserted in
Madrid that a decision has been reached to re-
call him, but that the Premier, Senor Canovas
del Castillo, has suspended the order.

Tho enthusiastic reception that Cecil Rhodes
is receiving in Cape Colony is looked upon by
Trausvaal officials in the light of an insult. A
significant speech was made New Year's day
by Judge Jorrisen, on the occasion of well-
wishers ealling upon President Kruger.
Rhodes was classed as a highwayman,

The war correspondent of La Tucha, of Ha-
vans, has interviewed Weyler, whose column
he joined at San Cristobal. The Captain-Gen-
eral declares that the revolution in Pinar del
Rio is suppressed, and that not over 500 rebels
are now in that Province. These, he thinks,
will soon sarrender, or die of disease and hun-
ger.

The statement published by a Boston paper
that Gen. Gomez receives a salary of $100,000 a
yvear as Commander-in-Chief of the Caban army
is denounced by Gonsgalo de Queseda, Charge
d’ Aflairs de la Republique de Cuba, at Wash-
ington, who says that the brave commander
fight for glory alone.

A terrible state of affairs is reported in the
labor market of Nicaragua, Huundreds of
men, women, and children are held in virtnal
slavery. These people have sold their labor for
small sums of mouney advanced them, and are
now endeavoring, by every meaus except an
armed revolntion, to escape from the servitude
incident to the sale, authorized by the Consti-
tution of Nicaragua, and vigorously enforced by
military power until the money or goods ad-
vanced, interest thereon and heavy fines, have
been paid in full by labour at low rates

Heunry Delgadao, the correspondent of the N. Y,
Mail and Erpress, who is held by the Spanish
as a political prisoner, is now confined to the
bhespital at San Ambroseo, suffering from an
abscess. He will likely die anless permission
can be obtained for the performance of a surgi-
cal operation upon him, The Spanish anthor-
ities are not opposed to this being done if the
prisoner will meet the expense.

Thres St. Paul banks closed their doors
Monday, and rons were begun on several to
otbers. T'he day was an exciting ene in finan.
cial cir¢gles, The banks that have suspended
are the Germanin, Allemania and West Side,
all State institations.

The steamer Commodore, which cleared Jack-
sonville, Fla,, for Cienfoegos, Cuba, Thursday,
with a cargo of arms and ammuuition, founn-
dered off Now Smyrna early Saturday morning.
Of the 28 men on board the vessel at the time
of the disaster, 20 have been accounted for, The
other eight must have been drowned. Stephen
Crane, the novelist, was on the wvessel, but
reached shore safely in a lifeboat in company
with Capt. Murphy, commander of the lost
steamer, and two of the crow. The Cubans
charge treachery in the wreck of the steamer,
gnying that so soon as it was discovered that
the vessel was leaking, the pnmps were tried,
but were found to have been tampered with,
and were useless, The men were then set at
work bailing out the vessel with buckets, a
futile task that was soon abandoned.

Three Spanish newspapers, the Imparcial,
Heraldo and Correspondencia, of Madrid, have
witbdrawn their correspondents from Havana.
This sction was taken on account of Govern-
ment prosecution of these papers.

Heavy snowstorms raged throughont the
Northwest daring the early part of thia week,
and train service is badly crippled. A dispatch
from St, Paul reports the storm the worst that
has occurred for years. Devil's Lake and
Grand Forks, N. D., reported no train for over
306 bours. Dispatches from Yankton, 8, D,
say that only one railroad in the State moved
atrain Sunday, and that was a local. Nebraska
and Missouri both report heavy snowstorms.

Eugene V. Debs has formally left the Popu-
list party and come out as a Socialist, He says
that he only sopported Bryun and Free Silver
becruse they were the nearest approach to his
ideas.

Gen. Claassen Dead,

Gen. Peter J. Claassen died at his home in
Brookiyn, N. Y., Tuesday, Dec. 29, of Bright's
disease, aged 69. Gen. Claassen was born in
Arenheim, Holland, and was a graduate of the
University of Heidelberg. He came to this
eountry when 25 years old, and invested his
small capital in the brokerage business. On
the breaking oul of the war he gave up his
business and assisted in the organization of the
Oth N. Y., He went to the front as Captain of
Co. A of that regiment, and after serving a
year retnrned to this city and organized the
1324 N. Y. He returned tothe front as Colonel
of his regiment, and served with credit to the
close of the war, retiring with the rank of Bre-
vet Brigadier-General. He resumed his brok-
erage business and floally became a Director
in the Sixth National Bank.

When the bank failed in 1890 the investiga-
tion of its affuirs showed that Gen., Claassen
and some of his fellow directors had not only
made false returns of the surplus and deposits,
but bad misapplied the funds. Gen, Claassen,
was indicted, and in March, 1891, was tried and
convicted. He was sentenced to six years’ im-
prisonment. An cflort was made to secure for
him a new trial, but it failed. His health broke
down in prison, and his friends appealed to
President Cleveland and secvred his pardon in
August, 1893, BSince his release he has been
livinug quietly at bis home in Brooklyn with
his wife and daughter, who survive him.

Improving on the Machete,

The machete, in the hands of the insor-
gent Cubans, is a knife about two feet Jong,
with a blade very slightly curved at the
end and unprovided with a hand goard. It
is a deadly weapon for close fighting, but
has the disadvantage of being only a cutting
knife, .

1t cannot be used to advantage for thrust-
ing. These disadvantages have been real-
ized in mctual warfare, says the New York
Herald, and consequently the insurgents
have placed an order with Germau and
English firms for the manufacture and ship-
ment to Cuba of & weapon that the insur-
gents have decided is the ideal one for their
use. It is & machete with a short hand-
guard and a blade 28 inches long and two
and a balf inches across in the widest part,
It will make a weapon that, in the hands of
men who have been unsed from boyhood to
wielding a heavy cutting implement, will
prove a deadly one at close quarters,

The still more elaborate machetes that are
made for the use of officers are shaped more
like an ordinary army sword than a machete.

These oflicers’ swords look prettier than
the ugly business-like machetes made for the
rank and file, but the officers themselves do
not take kindly to them, preferring a weapon
that is guaranteed in the right hand to de-
capitate a man as easily as a knife slices a
lemon.

To Preserve Traction Belting.

A new method of increasing the durability
of leather belting used in driving machinery
consists in imbedding the cleaned belt in a
composition of several silicates and heating
moderately. This adds fat to belts which
have lost their pliability, but abstracts it
from those which already have too much.
Perhaps, owing to the moisture present,
belts which bave stretched return to their
original length and subsequently resist ten-
sion 10 an incredible degree,
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POLITICAL NOTES,

Dudley Township, Haglell Co., Kan,, was the
only veting oot gave Palmer sad
Buckner a majority. I$ils true it wasn's a big
ene, for there are only f2vetes in the Town-
ship, but it wasa majorify. Gen. Bucknereent
the Dudley Democrats g:check for $50 and 25
gallons of fine eld Keptucky whisky. They
decided to have a Christmas dinner in the
schoolhouse, and made g royal spread of tarkey,
quail and venison, A hig crowd was present,
and in the evening there was a dance.

. The Indiana Senatorfal sontest has narrowed
down to one among Ches W. Fairbanks, W,
Riley McKeen, B. W. Taylor and Hiram
Brownles, with Fairbaukis apparentiy strougly
in the lead. It is believed that Brownlee will
throw his strength to Fairbanks, in return for
his support for the Ssnatorship two years
hence. Ex-President Harrison’s letter of withe
drawal cleared the situation-very mueh, and
heiped harmonize the party, since he said that
he would not * meddle” with the struggle.

Joseph B. McCullagh, the veteran editor of
the St. Lonis Globe-Democrat, was found dead
under his bed-room window Friday. It was
suggested that he had committed suicide by
jumping from the window above, but the
Coroner’s Jury rendered a verdict of aceidental
death. McCullagh was one of the best-known
newspaper men in the country,and through
his efforts the Globe- Democrat became the lead-
ing paper of the West.

The avowed candidates for the Illinois Sena-
torship are Representative R. B, ITitt, Alderman
Madden, ex-Representative Wm. E. Mason, ex-
g:v. Jobn M. Hamilton, and Col. Clark E.

JArT.

Reunion of Collis’s Zouaves.
The 26th annual Rounion of the 114th Pa.

(Collis’s Zouaves), was held in the rooms of
Post 46, Philadelphia, on the 34th anniversary
of the battle of Fredericksburg. Asearlyas?2
o’clock the old boys began to assemble in the
rooms to greet each other. At 4 o'clock the
bnsiness meeting was held, the Adjutant re-
ported a membership of over 400, and four
deaths have occurred since the lust annual Re-
nnion. The following officers were elected:
Pres., Robert J. McCouch; First V.-P., Heory
C. Mackie; Second V.-P.,, Henry C. Kelly;
Adj't, William E. Hoffman; Cor. Sec., Benj. L.
Myers; Treus., A. C. Brown; Chap, A. W,
Given, One of the principal events of the
evening was the preseutation to the Assoeia-
tion, by Maj. A. H. E. Richardson, of a handsome
new American flag, to he used in draping the
casket of decensed members when buried by the
Association. At 7 o'clock the dinner-call was
gsounnded, and some 200 of the survivors an-
swered, Among the old officers present were
Col, E. R. Bowen, A. H. E. Richardson, Capts.
Tricker, Waterhouse, Schwartz, Bartelout, and
Lieut. Miller. Gen. Seiper was the guest of
tho evening. The junior members, composed of
the sons of the surviving members, turned ont
to the number of about twenty. Col. E. R
Bowen made the address of welcome. He was
followed by Gen. Seiper, the commander of the
6th Pa.Cav. (the old torkey gobbler regiment),
who stated that he brought greetings to the
“rod legs.” Short speeches were then made by
other comrades. A telegram {rom Gen. Collis,
who is in Paris, expressing regrets, and wish-
ing & merry Christmas to the members of the
regiment; also, letters of regret from Comrades
Given, Benson, aud others were read.
Admit the Sons of Veterans.

Epitor NATIONAL TrRIBUKE: I have given
the matter of admittipg the Sons of Veterans
to G.A.R. meetings a great deal of thought, and
it is my honest beliel that the passing of a
resolution to that effect by the G.A.R. would be
the best for both organizations, While the
greater per cent. of benefit would fall to the
Sons, stiil there would be left a large share for
the Grand Army.- Where? How? the veteran
will ask. Firat, it would increase the attend-
ance of the Post membors; because they would
find in the Sons eager listeners to their stories
of camp, field, hospitsl, and prison pen; and
who can show me a veteran who does not love
to “fight them over ” in the Post-room.

Then, it will give the Bons a better chance
to prove conclusively to the comrades that they
have no desire to infringe on a single privilege
held dear by them, and when that is ounce
proven beyond doubt, it will be of the greatest
benefit to both Ordera.

As regards a Junior G.A.R., I am against it
1 am the son of a veteran, and there is no
pame that-means so much, or carrics so large
an amount of honor for the Brothersas the one
we now, bear—Sons of Veterans.—Capt. H. M.
Harnes, Commanding Camp 58, Division of
Massachusetts, Wrentham, Mass.

Flags in the SBouth.

Loyal Home Workers will remember the
action of seventh annual Reunion in voting to
send flags to school-houses in Culpeper County,
Vu., upon information received from Harrison
Gordon, Steveusburg, to whom flags were sent
last Winter.

Following is Harrison Gordon’s latest letter.
Upon receipt of it the President L.H.W. wrote
the Vice-President, Mary A. Silloway, Mione-
apolis, who pledged herself at St. Panl Reunion
to contribute one of the flags, asking her to
forward *Old Glory” to Ligoum, and report
the same throngh THE NaTIoNAL TRIBUNE.

The other flag called for in Harrison Gor-
don’s letter will be ordered direct by the Loyal
Home Workers, as soon as more explicit in-
formation has been received from ounr corre-
spondent. The letter follows:

STEVENSBURG, VA, Nov. 16, 18086,

Dear Presipest LHLW.: I received the
Reunion button, and am very much obliged to
vou for it: and 1 have been wearing a Me-
Kinley and Hobart button, for I have been &
true-hlue McKinley boy.

I was the ouly one in our school, and one of
the teachers said to me: * Harry, you ought to
be s Bryan boy; you ouvght not to be the only
black sheep in the flock.”

“1 said that I wasa McKinley boy ont and
out, and as the Republicans made our public
schools 1 was going to stick up for them,” -

They wanted me to hang up the school flag |
election time, but I would not; yet I lent my
own flag to a Democratic meeting and speak-
ing at Stevensburg, snd to a Republican meet-
ing at Lignum,

The interest in the flag has increased in
these parts, and last Summer George Edwards,
an ingenious blacksmith, living five milesdown
the Fredericksburg road, made a large United
States flag, which he floats occasionally from
an B0-foot pole.

The folks in Stevensburg made a good-sized
flag, which they hungon a rope across the street
at the Bryan Headquarters.

You said that you had two flags ready for the
Loyal Home Workers to send to schools down
here, Well, I have arranged for one at Lig-
nwuin, and they will put up a pole and hoist it
at the school-hounse there.

You ecan send it to Ashby Payne, at Lignum,
Va., via Brandy Station, Va.

I will soon send you the name of a boy at
Brandy Station, Va.,, who will make a good
custodian for the flag there, I think it best to
gend it to some boy, who ecan turn it over to
another boy when he leaves school.

I corresponded with Mr. Beckham, our
School Superintendent, and he thinks this the
best way uutil the meeting of the Sehool Board
next year, when he will lay the matter of erect-
ing poles at schools to which flags have been
presented before them, and also take steps to
look after the flags,

Until then each school will have to provide
a pole, ete,, itsell,

He highly commends the raising of Union
flugs nt tho schoolhouses to teach loyalty to the
children, and will do sll he can to help the
eause along,

There were no rebel flags or disloyal demon-
strations in all this section of country election
times, but thore was a gdoid deal of feeling.

They put up a big piotuee of Bryan in our
schoolhonse, and that gawe me a chanece to put
up Mnj. McKinley's mottn: * Honest mouey
and n chance té earn it,” -

I had two uncles and six cousins to vote for
McKinley solid in spite of averything. I hope
the day will come when our flag will wave
over every schoolhouse in Old Virginia, and the
lessons of loyslty it teaches will make the boys
our safeguards against any danger that may
threaten ounr glorious country,

With a thankful greeting to all thé T.oyal
Home Workers who think so kindly of us
down here, and boping that I may be able to
meet you at the Buffalo Reunion, 1 remain,
loyally yours— Harrison Gordon.

drugglst:
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EXPECTINGA HARD WINTER

People in Washington Look to Ome to Kill
Off Pests,

Out in Washington and eastern
Oregon the people are expecting a very
hard Winter, m’l"ihe the hav; be;:npm-
| paring for it, ook ho y to
il?:‘o kill off & lotzf pestsﬁ-op; which
they have been suffering. They say
that the weather runs in cycles of 15
years and a very long, cold Winter is
now due,

Large bands of cattle and sheep
which are usually herded nearly all
Winter are now under shelter consum-
ing hay. The horse alone is left to
roam the trackless plains of the semi-
arid belt and die.

Horses have become so cheap that
many bands are running loose without
being branded or cared for in the least.
There being no demand, they have
multiplied rapidly, and are now eating
bunch grass that should otherwise sup-
port thousands of cattle and sheep,
which bring in revenue. These horses
are not worth $1 apiece. There is abso-
lutely no market for them.

The horses are destroying the ranges
12 months in the year. Thexe are over
100,000 head in eastern Washington,
and they are destroying ranges that
would support 500,000 head of cattle.
The situation is appalling, from the
cattleman’s stand point.

Mr. Benson, of the Land Depart-
ment, Northern Pacific Railroad, says:
“The hard Winter we expect will starve
them to death, Owners will take out
their good horses and care for them. If
90 per cent. of the total number are
killed off, the 10 per cent. left will be
worth as much as, if not more than, the
entire lot now. Once killed off, they
will never become as numerous again,
for no efforts will be made to breed
range horses, there Leing no money in
the business. The number needed for
farming and the city demand can
easily be supplied.

“For five or six years the squirrel
pest has caused great trouble. Spokane
County alone this year paid a cent a
scalp bounty on 366,000 squirrels
They are the bane of wheat growers,
especially along the edge, where the
wheat belt merges into the semi-arid
region. This is because the squirrels
multiply more rapidly in the grazing
district or semi-arid land, where there is
usually no snow to drown them out. A
hard Winter, with heavy snow, will
drown them out in the Spring, practi-
cally exterminating the squirrels.
That was the effect of the Winter of
1881, and the squirrels caused no more
treuble until 1886 and 1887.

“« Not since 1880 have the grass-
hoppers swarmed over eastern Wash-
ington as they did last Summer.
Though practically unknown there, this
year they became a menace. East of
the Columbia River and north of the
Snake they took the second cutting of
the alfalfa crop, and in many small
orchards they cleaned off every leaf,
destroying the fruit erop. They dam-
aged the bunch grass ranges in places.
We believe they will be exterminated
this Winter again, as in 1881.

« Last Summer, too, a little hard-

shelled black beetle, smaller than the
potato bug, and did consider-
able damage. These bugs destroyed the
potato crop of Washington and Mon-
tana in the Summer of 1880, but never
appeared again until this year.”

Town Lots at 30 Cents Apiece.

The decrease in values in the far
West is almest inconceivable to one who
has not been through the change from
inflation to depression. Hundreds of
prairie cities are finding their real estate
almost unsalable. They were once so
sure of being the centers of the busi-
ness life for a large surrounding country
that the fall is beyond their compre-
hension. A sale of the assets of a
central Kansas bank that failed in 1839
was held the other day, and many lots
in western town additions that had been
a part of the bank’s assets were sold to
the highest bidder for 30 cents apiece.
They had been appraised at 870 each
when the bank failed ; but, as they were
on the outskirts of a place that lost its
grip on prosperity, they had nothing to
keep them above the level of farm land.
Farms in the western part of Nebraska
and Kansas are in the same condition.

This has all resulted, not from the
lack of effort, but from the fact that not
enough water has fallen in the western
third of Kansas and Nebraska to make
the crops grow. It is not bad judgment
or politics. Kansas has lost a quarter
of a million in population in this way,
and the fact has exerted a depressing in-
fluence on those who remain. It is the
difference between the rising and the
falling tide. The loss has occurred en-
tirely in the western Counties, for the
eastern part of the State has in the past
year gained 18,000 in population, while
the State as a whole has gained only
1,900, although the births outnumbered
the deaths by several thousand.—North
American Review.
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A Full Assortment of
Watches in Cases te
Suit.

We bave decided to make s new set &
watch offers, which will allow all who need
watches to proeure them at remarkably
low prices. These are offers of Walthams
anpd Elgios only, and every wateh in the
list will keep accurate time for many years
to come. Any subscriber may purchase as
many watches as desired, for either personal
use or for friends. The watches arc return-
able within three days after receipt if no@
found to be as gnaranteed or as

in which event the money will be ret
to you if desired. '

FULL JEWELED
WALTHAM OR ELCIN.

MEN’S SIZE.

A gennine Waltham or Elgin full-jeweled
movement; contains 15 jewels in settings;
compensation balance; safety pinion; mie
crometer regulator; patent Bregnet hsire
spring, hardened and tempered in formj
white porcelain dial, with either Roman or
Arabic fignres, and all the latest improve-
ments. We will furnish these movements
in any of the following cases, ineloding free
delivery, at the prices named, the purchaser
being at liberty to choose cither make of
movement, since they are equally reliable
and the same in price.

No. 1, 14k solid gold 40 dwt. case,

Hunting w-o gle 4
No. 2, 14k gold-filled, 20-year case,

Hunting
No. 3, 14k gold-filled, 20-year case,

OPOB-fRCO . . v ¢ ¢ o v o o o «
No. 4, 10k gold-filled, 15-year case,

Hunting . . . .

No. 5, 10k gold-filled, 15-year case,
open face

No. 6, 14k gold-filled, Hunting . .

No. 7, solid silver, open-face or

Hunting . . . 12.50
No. 8, nickel-silver, open-face o

9.50

Hunting . . . . o ¢ o ¢ ¢ «
WALTHAM OR ELGIN.
MEN'S SIZE.
~ A genuine Waltham or Elgin seven-
jeweled movement; with compensation bal~
ance; safety pinion; patent Breguet haire
spring, hardened apd tempered ia form;
white poreelain dial, with either Roman or
Arabic figures., We will furnish these
movements in any of the following cases,
including free delivery, at the prices named,
the purchaser being at liberty to selech

either make of movement, since they are
equally reliable and the same in price.

No. 9, 14k solid gold 40 dwt. case,
Hunting

No. 10, 14k gold-filled 20-year case,
Hunting . .

No. 11, 14k gold-filled 20-year case,
open-face . . . . . . . . . . .

No. 12, 10k gold-filled 15-year case,
BN - « v oo a v aad s

No. 13, 10k gold-filled 15-year case,

pen
No. 15, solid- silver, open-face or
Hunting . « « ¢ ¢ ¢« ¢ « o »

8$39.75

18.50
18.23

17.15
16.13
14.75
11.00

92.75
No. 16, nickel-silver, open-face . . 5.28

THE NATIONAL TRIBUNE,
Washington, D. C.

The National Watch Chain.

‘We have had made specially for snbseribers
a Watch Chain which is to be a token of per-
sonal service by ita wearers in defense of their
counfry. In the center is the star of the
Grand Army, and on either side are the crossed
cannons. It is made of heavy rolled gold,
warranted for 10 years’ constant wear.

It will be mailed to any subseriber for only
$4.50, or sent as a premium for a club of
10 yearly subscribers and $2 added money
or as a premium for a club of five yearly
subseribers and §3 added money.

A CHANCE FOR THE LADIES.

We have just gotten in a very nice lotof
Ladies” Victoria Chains at a cost never
equalled before in our 15 years’ experience
in the premium business. These chains are
heavy rolled-gold plate, and are of two pat-
terns—oge with a fan charm, and the other
has a muff charm. The gold-plate is 14 karat
fine and warranted to wear 20 years.

These chains have been sold heretofore for
$2.75 each. We will send either style to
any address, postpaid, upon receipt of only
93 cents.

Think of it ! and even if you only want te
lay in an Xmas present for next December,
it will pay to get one or more of these chaine
at this figure.

WATCH CHAINS.

NO. 15. We have secured a NO. 16
valoable and elegant
lot of watch chains
beautifal in design,
artistic in appearance
and of such real worth
that they are sure to be
highly appreciated by
every subseriber secur-
ing ome. All these
chains are made by
wrapping a sheet of
solid gold around a bar
of ecomposition metal,
which is then drawn
out to the required
gize and cut off in
proper lengths for
chain making. The
links are soldered to-
gether with selid gold.
No. 15 is a man’s chzin,
like the cut, a trace
or link chain.
Price, delivered, ouly

$1.50

No. 168 is a man’s
curb chain with close
links Likcﬁiu. 15, is

Trace jg rolled-go plate.

Chain. price, delivered, only

£2.35

THE NATIONAL TRIBUNE,

Chaine

Washington, D. C.




